University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-19-1994

Costa Rica's Opposition PUSC Accuses Governing
PLN of Harassment
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Costa Rica's Opposition PUSC Accuses Governing PLN of Harassment." (1994). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/11610

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56580
ISSN: 1060-4189

Costa Rica's Opposition PUSC Accuses Governing PLN of
Harassment
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Costa Rica
Published: 1994-08-19
Since taking office three months ago, President Jose Maria Figueres's administration has carried
out an intensive investigation of members of the former Partido Unidad Social Cristiana (PUSC)
government on charges of corruption and mismanagement of funds. Nevertheless, the government's
efforts to prosecute former officials has brought charges that the governing Partido de Liberacion
Nacional (PLN) is conducting a political "witch hunt."
Even the Supreme Court says some of the government's actions are illegal, and enraged PUSC
legislators have threatened to block vital social and economic initiatives in protest. If the president
does not negotiate a truce with the opposition soon, the ensuing institutional crisis could bring
the government to a standstill. The present conflict was set off when the new PLN government
immediately began to investigate charges of fraud and financial mismanagement involving
members of the previous administration of ex-president Rafael Angel Calderon.
The government accused former PUSC officials of a variety of irregularities committed during the
Calderon government, including the disappearance of some 4,000 weapons from a police arsenal,
plus the alleged mismanagement of funds in the Banco Hipotecario de la Vivienda. In June, the
inter-party crisis grew especially heated after the government directly intervened in the operations
of the state-run Banco Anglo Costarricense (BAC), charging that the bank was more than US
$67 million in the red due to illegal and unsound financial transactions that took place under the
previous government.
On July 13, government security forces blocked Fernando Castro BAC's director until the bank was
intervened from leaving the country. Police forced Castro to disembark from a plane bound for
Mexico just before it took off, and they detained and questioned him for eight hours. He was later
taken to the offices of the Public Ministry, where he was released without explanation and allowed
to continue his trip the next day. Minister of the Presidency Elias Soley defended the government's
actions, insisting that Castro, a former official with the Calderon administration, had not been
detained or arrested, only "invited to clarify his situation to the judicial authorities."
Soley said that the government only wanted to question Castro because of his involvement in BAC,
although Castro, who was appointed director in early May by Calderon, has not been implicated
in the bank's problems. On August 5, the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court ruled that
Castro's constitutional rights had been violated by the executive and that he had been detained
without due process. In fact, just two weeks prior, the same court had found Figueres and three of
his ministers guilty of violating the constitutional guarantees of four Venezuelans by deporting them
without a court order.
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The final straw for opposition PUSC politicians was the arrest of ex-president Rodrigo Carazo's son,
Jorge, on August 5 for possession of marijuana. PUSC leaders and Carazo family members charged
that the PLN government had used the incident as a political ploy, parading Jorge before the press
as a common delinquent. Outraged PUSC leaders charged that the Figueres administration has
been conducting a campaign of constant harassment, persecution, and slander against members of
the former government.
In retaliation, PUSC members of congress blocked approval of the executive's proposals for
structural reforms in the economy, which are a prerequisite to receiving more than US$300 million
in assistance from the multilateral lending institutions. They have also threatened to hold up
ratification of a free trade treaty with Mexico, which is scheduled to take effect in January 1995, if the
president does not halt his "persecution campaign."
Given that the PLN administration does not have a simple majority in the Legislative Assembly,
the opposition's boycott has seriously endangered urgent government programs. The Figueres
administration has already been forced to negotiate a new deadline with the US government
regarding ratification of a US-AID financial cooperation treaty due to the filibuster tactics of the
PUSC opposition in congress.
Ironically, the president's battle with the opposition does not appear to have affected his popularity
with the general public. An opinion poll published at the end of July by daily newspaper La
Republica indicated that 34% of those questioned still rated President Figueres's government good
or very good, compared to only 19% that called his administration's performance bad or very bad.
Another 36% of those questioned were "indifferent," qualifying the Figueres administration as
"neither good nor bad."
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